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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

1. Resdquarters of the 23rd Tank Brig "Rational Hero Jan Sverma”,
25X1 ¥ilitary Unit ars located at Milovice {(Jlowitz -

0851/¢ 00). ‘The brigede consists of the #01lowinfg

. Hq snd Hg Co
(13- Hg Tank Platoon

el

FaF

) Ren Plateocn consisting of
{93 7 Horber armored cars
() 7 Stuart tenks Tor reconnalssance

(e) 14 semi-armorsd vehicles

“(3)  Signel Pletoon, with 14 wehicles, made up of

{a) Radic Bection

{5) Teleohone Section
{¢) Repalir Shown

{4) Brgineer Platoon which carries enginesring equivment,
anti-tank wines, and explosives on 14 vehicles.

b, Meinterance and Sevvice o has 46 vehicles, mostly 3I~ton
b-wheeled Fords, Austins, and Bedfords.

{1} Werkshop
{g) "AY -~ wmechanics

(&)  "BY - mechanics, smiths, welders, fitters,
turners, joiners.
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¢, 3 tank battsolicns (one in skeietorn form during neacetime’
d. Submachine Gun Bn No. 78
Some of the versonnal are:

8. Commanding Nfficsy Cnl Edward Fachner, former OBZ
officer of tre 8th Mtz Div

b, Deputy Commanding Officer Lt Col Milos Hora, aliss Gotwald

¢. Chiel of Staff Ma] fnu Vanicek, formeyr brigsde
0BZ officer

d. QOuerations Officer Maj fnu Saleay

@, OCrdnance Officer Lt Jeroslav Zajie

. Filnance Jfficer Lt Jan Frehort

g. Educational Officer Lt Jan Hromadka

h. Savoly Officer Lt fnu Peterka

i. Mobiiization Officer Lt Milos Hera

j. Guartermaster Offlcer Capt fnu Trcka

¥. Technlecal Officer Cant Josaf Kufner

Tank Zavioment:

a.  Stoeks of British ammunition have been exhausted, an? the
Army Ressarch Institute began production of Czechoslovak
ammunition which would be suitable for the British puns.
Tre 23rd Pank Brig tested the new ammnition. )

b. A lack of spare parts is shortening the life expectancy of the
tanks, and old tanks are belng cannibalized for spare parts.

¢. A shortage of high quality oils and lubricants exlsts, and low
grade wintaer or summer oil 1s used instead. The summer oil 1s
of poor quality, and in tank engines it is transformed quickly
into a thin liquid, which smells like kerosene.

d, . The liquid used for hydraulic tank equipment does not withstand
high temperatures. When the temperature rises above 2000 (sie},
the tank is not maneuverable, which forces the drivers %o walt®
until the liquid cools. .

8. 'The rubbsr tank treads which wers left over from the last war
are in poor condition and often fall off.

. 8Shock atsorber fiuild in the British-made tanks hss nct
heen revlaced becsuse no one in Czechoslovakia knows the

fornala

In April 1949 the menerimental Detachment was told that & naw

rype of Uzech tank would be tested, hut this tank. nroduced

by the Skoda Works, was merely a modified German Tiger or PZ=4

tank, equipped with a riding stebilizer. The tank hag A o
-frequancy wirsless set {the British tank ha§vnmiy 2 ?regufncjws;,
a mechanical steering system, g d_the turret is manenuver2a oy

use of an eiectrical syster. pet knew IT the 25X1

sngine is a combusticn cor Diese 1
j 25X1
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5. The lst Tank Regt, Military Unit[::;:;::::]is located in 25X1
Strasice (S traqehitz = N50/L 34) and 1s nart of the mcbile
reaserve of the Ist Military District. The CO of the regiment
is Col fnu Cap, a Communist. The regiment has three tank
battalions, each battalion threa ccmbani=s, 2nd =ach comnony
three platoonsy each vlatoon has - five tanks, ~ including
2 headnuarters tanks and 1 mine destroyer tank. The regim=nt
has a total of 240 "AY vehlcles, ~hich include 180 tanks.

6. In peacetime the rsgiment has one Msintenance Service sitach~d to i%,
altheugh drring wartime one Malntenance Ceo is attached to each
battallicn., The company consists of a 2nd echelon tank wecrk-
shico which i3 motorized and has the following vehicles:

a. 20 x 3-ton Fords
b. 5 x 3=ton Bedfords
c. 20 x 3-ton Dcdges
d, 2 x 4-seater Tatras
®, 2 ¥ 4-gseater Opels
T. 18 rotomeycles Arieil 350
g. 5 jesps

7. The repipent is eoquinped mestly with PZ-4 Gorman tanks, which
have 85 mm guns and 6-cylinder gssoline enginss with 2 Haybach
earburetors. Revairs and exchange of engines are made by CKD,
Prague~Kariin, and theve is a centrsl colliecting noint for
wrecks and tank vparts at Milovice.

8. When the 24th Tank Brig was dissolved, the General Staff, Tank
Forces Div, planned the creaticn of ﬁnrthsr Armered Brig in
Sleovakla, nrobnbly in Turclansky Svaty Martin (Q50/C 69},

9, The following is the locaticn o® some of the tank units in
Czechoslovaltlas .

a, 1ith Tank Brig - Sternbark (Sternberg - P50/N 26}

4

3

b. 12th Tank Brig Dedice (PS0O/N 71)
¢. 2ist Tank Brig - Zatec (Saaz - N51/F 10)
3

d. 23rd Tank Brig - Miloviece (051/G 0O0)

a, 24th Tank Brig Turciansky Svaty Martin {(Q50/C 69}
f. ‘Tank Corps— Olomoue (Olmitz - P50/N £5)
g. Tank School - Dedice
10, Thera is a Tank Denot at Kerhartice near Prelouc (051/¥ 58)

where tanks of all %yn=s, Uerman, Soviet, and British, are
stored, The depot is locat=ad in an o0ld@ Army barracks,
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L.  Army Workshons:

&

82-1 (Auto Workshop 1) located at Prelouc, where spare
narts for wheelad vehilecles ar= kent. There is 2iso a
aperial gervice hers for British vehicles.

b. AZ-2 1s located at Sencv near Novy Jicin {(Neutitschein -
P50/0 45) in ¥oravia, where renairs are made on Stusrt
tanks. .

¢, AZ-3 1s located at Slane near Prague (051/L 78), where
renalrs are made on Austins, Dodges,; and Jeaps. '

12, An Experirental Detachm~nt; which tssts and experiments with
tank eoulnment, was originally attached tc the 23vd Tank Brig,
bui 1t is now under direct control of the Tank Forces Div of
the General Staff. The CO Is Maj fnu Dvorak, who vas form-rly

i Army Workshop I in Prelouc, and the deputy CO is Staff Capt
fnu Siiek., In April 1949 Cromwell tank treads wer» tested,
and broader tracks recommended. The ne+ types weras vroduced
by Skoda and CED Works. Cromwell tank engilnes are rebuilt in

the AVIA Works at Letnany (Letnan - 051/L 89). Cromwell turrets
are provided vith guns of the same tyne as those used in 873
ighters.

Enel: A ~ Barracks of the ist Tank Brig
B = Key to attachment A

vy
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